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APPROVED NAME
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DESCRIPTION
Polyvalont Snake Antivenorm containg antibodies to the vonom of
the fallowing snakes:

King brown snake (FPseudechis australis)
Tger snake [Notechis scuitatus)
Brown snake (Pseudonaja textifis)
Death adder [Acanthophis antarclicus)
Taipan [Oxyuranus scuteliatus).

The antivenom is prepared from the plasma of horses immunised
with the venom of the snakes, The amount of antvenaim has been
standarchsed 10 neutralise i vito the average yield of venom from
each snake. The minimum amount of sach antivenom is as follows:

King brown snake antivenom 18,000 unts
Taipan antivenonm 12,000 units
Death adder antivenorm 6,000 units
Tiger snake antivenom 3,000 units
Browen snakeo antivenom 1,000 vrits
Tetal 40,000 units

The product also contains phenol as a preservative, sodium
chioride and other equine plasma proteins in an aquaous sofution.

PHARMACOLOGY

The verams of some snakes from Australia and Papua Mew
Guinca contain nedroloxing which can cause respiratory paralysis,
and coagulants {except in the death adder) which corvert
prothrarmbin W thrombin, which in turn produces a secondary
afivfinogenaemia with resuftanl haemonhage. The wenoms of
some snakes also contain a myolytic foxin which can cause renal
failure.

Afthough the amount of anthvenom n each dose of Polywalont
Snake Antivenom wil neutralise the average yield of venom frorn
each snake in vitro, the actual amount needed in ¢inical practice
may ba considerably maore, particularty f breatment is delayed and
the effects of the venorn are already evidenl,

INDICATIONS

For the treatment of patients in Papua New Guinca and in all
Austratian stales except Victoria and Tasmania who  exhibd
manfiestations of systemc snake ervenoming and the snake hag
nl been definitely identified. In Tasmania, Tiger Snax: Antivenom
should be used rather than pohyvalent antivenom whist nVictsra a
combinabon of Tiger Snake Antivenon and Brown Snakg
Antivenom is the prefemexi treatrment.

Potyvalent Snake Antivenom should not be used whon the snaka
has been identified, as appropriate monovalent antivenc n provides
similar neutralisaton of the venom without introducing the larger
amounts of equine protein present in the polyvalent product,

CONTRAINDICATIONS

Theta are no absolute contraindications, but the product shoukd net
be used uniess there i clsar evidence of systemic envenaming with
1the potential for serous toxic effects,

PRECAUTIONS

When medicinal products prepared from animal plasma ane
administered, infectious diseases due to the transimission of
infective agents cannot be totally exchuded. This applies ta
pathogens of hitherfo unknowm origin.  This possibility must
always be considered and should be conveyed, whenover
possible, to patients who may receive the product.
Historically there have been no known recorded cases of
transmission of viruses by this product.

In mary cases of snake bite, [itthe venom is inpcted and significant
systemnic envenoming does not occur {f a significant amount of
venom has Deen intoduced, clinical or laboralery evidence o
poisoning is usually present within 2 hours but can be delayed,
particularty if efficient first aid has been instituted with immobilisation
and a firm crope bandago.

Removal of the bandage and splint will often precipitate the
systemic effects of the poison in patierts who have been
bitten,

Suspected cases of snake bie should be observod tor at least 6
hours after being bitten or after rernowal of the bandage and definite
cases for at lsast 12 hours, preforably in an intensive care sefting.
Such patients rmust be reguarly monitored for signe of
neurcmuscular impainment, coagulopathy, rmyolyss and other
abnermalties.

A diagnosis of systermic ervenoming shoukd be based on dinical
arvd, where passible, laboratory evidence.

Tha venom detection kits can be helpful in detecting and identifying
specific venom at the bite site or in unne and can enable the
selection of the approprate monavalant antivenom, Tests of blood
are less rofiable.

As this product is prepared from animal serum, severe allergic
reactions may follow, including anapindactic shock. A syringe
akeady lcaded with 1:1,000 adrenaline must be availlable
during antivenom therapy. Anaphylactoid reactons may be more
lkely to coour in thase who are atopic or who have previously
recenved equine serum. Ths would include patients who have
proviously recened equine Tetanus Antitoxin {prior to 1974 in
Australia). Some authorities have advocated premedication with
subcutanecus  adrenaline  and  inbravonous  antihistarning,
panicdlarty in those patients who are known 1o be at risk, bt sach
usa is controversial.

The results of skin testing to determing patients who may have an
allergic reaction are not satisfactory and should rat be underlaken.
Antivenoms may bind complement and produce an
anaphylactoid reaction in patients who have had no prevous
cottact with equine protein. The risk of such a reaction can
be reduced by adequate dilution of antivenom {1:10 in adults
and 1:5 in small children) prior to infusion [also see DOSAGE
AND ADMINISTRATION).

Symptoms and sgns of anaptylaxis include pallor, tacthycardia,
urticana, angioederna, cough and dyspnoea dus o larymgeal
oedema of Iwenchospasm. Nausea, vomiting and abdorning] pain
are less cormmmen. Typical signs of shock may devolop ih 1t 2
mirutes and the patient may comvulse, become unresponsie and
die.

Should anapitylaxis occur, cease administration of antivenom,
adnunister oxygen and inject adrenaling 1:1,000 inlramuseularty at
tha foliowing dose rates: small adults (<50 kg) 0.25 miL, average
acufts (50 - 100 kyy 0.5 ml. large adults (=100 kg) 0.75 mL, For
children {to age 12) use 1:10,000 ard inject (.25 mbL per year of
age. It there is ftthe or o response 1o the initial intramuscular dose
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' WHAT IS IN THIS LEAFLET?

| This leaflet contains information about Palyvatent Snake
1 Antivenom.  Please read il carefully and keep il for future
1 reference. The information in this teatlet is only a summary
1 and is not intended to replace advice from your doctor,
v Please consult your doctor or pharmacist it you have any
| comments or questions.
WHAT IS POLYVALENT SNAKE ANTIVENOM?
Palyvalent Snake Anlivenom {Australia - Papua Mew
Guinea} is an injeclion designed to help neutralise the
eftect of the poison (venom) of most snakes thal are
encountered in Australta and in Papua New Guinea, The
antivenom is produced by immunising horses against the
venoms of ihe king brawn snake, taipan, death adder, tiger
snake and brown snake and then collecting that part of the
horse's blood which neutralises the poisons of these
snakes. The antivenom for all these snakes is purified and
mads inlo an inpection for people who may need il afler
being bitten by a pwmsonous snake. The polyvalem
antivenom is also effective it you are bitten by other snakes
such as the copperhead or black snake.

WHEN IS POLYVALENT SNAKE ANTIVENOM USED?
Paolyvalent Snake Antivenom is given to those people who
become il after being billen by an unidentified snaka,
except in Victoria and Tasmania. If the type of snake is
known, it is much better o use the appropriale antivenom
for that snake; the size of the injection will be smaller and
less likely to cause side effects. Polyvalent Snake
Antivenom may also be used when the appropriate
antivenom for the idenlified snake is unavailable,

Not every one wheo is bitten needs to have the antivenom
as some pesple have only vary mild effecls from the bite or
none al all. Bowever, some people can become extremely
ill after being bittan and in these people it is essential o use
an approprate amount of antivenom to coumteract the
elfecls of the poison. Several people die in Austrakia each
year from inadequalely treated snake bite.

WHO SHOULD NOT HAVE THE ANTIVENOM?

As Polyvalent Snake Antivenom consists of antivenom lo
all the local snakes it is a very large injection. It should not W
te used it the type of snake which caused the hite is g
known, as the specific antivenom for that snake will be jusl
as effective. and less Lkely 1o cause side affects than the
large vetume Polyvalent Snake Antivenom wnjection, [ ]
As thore are sometimes unpleasant and dangerous
reactions to the antivenom {see SIDE EFFECTS OF
POLYVALENT SNAKE ANTIVENOM}, it should not be
given to peopte who have no effects from the hite.
However as Polyvalent Snake Antivenom can be an
emergency lifo-saving product, it should not be withheld
frem anyone who needs .
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