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GUIDELINES FOR THE TREATMENT OF SNAKE BITE
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I
PRESENT

PROBABLE BITE

ABSENT -
NO IMMEDIATE TREATMENT

I

or nerve involvement.

Berg adder, Horned adder,
Night adder, Burrowing asp.

Mildly cytotoxic or neurotoxic.

No immediate treatment.

No anti

venom.

Severe pain and swelling.

Puff adder, Gaboon adder, Spitting cobra.

Cytotoxic.

Immobilize,
no pressure bandage,
no tourniquet.

Inject SAIMR Polyvalent Antivenom if swelling

severe and spreading.

Difficulty in breathing and swallowing.

Cape Cobra, Egyptian (snouted) cobra,
Forest cobra, Mambas, Rinkhals.

Neurotoxic.

Immobilize and apply pressure bandage.

Apply tourniquet if black mamba or
severe breathing difficulty.
Inject SAIMR Polyvalent Antivenom
as soon as possible.

I

Bleeding tendency within a few hours.
I

Boomslang (tree snake), Bird (vine, twig) snake.

Haemotoxic.

Immobilize and apply pressure bandage.
No tourniquet.

No polyvalent antivenom.

TAKE THE PATIENT TO HOSPITAL OR NEAREST DOCTOR - FOREWARN IF POSSIBLE

Observe patient.

Treat symp
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tomatically.

Inject 40 to 60 ml antivenom intravenously if

swelling still progressive.

Watch for and treat hypotensive shock,
local tissue damage or possible
bleeding disorder.

Inject large doses of antivenom (40 to 100 ml)

intravenously.

Remove toumiquet if applied.

\
Prepare for assisted respiration
and supportive therapy.

If boomslang bite suspected, order specific
boomslang antivenom from
SOUTH AFRICAN VACCINE PRODUCERS (PTY) LTD
or SAIMR.
Inject 10 ml intravenously if evidence of coagulation
defect (persistent bleeding, prolonged clotting time).

No antivenom available for bird snake.

Treat symptomatically.
Give whole blood or fresh plasma if indicated.
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