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DIEMENIA MICROLEPIDOTA., (McCov).

SMaLL-scALED BrROWN SNAKE.

DgescriprioN.—General appearance of 2. superciliosa and with a similarly
small rostral plate; but the vertex plate is nearly pentagonal, from the broad front .
being slmost destitute of angle, forming the greatest width of the plate, which is
three-fourths of its total length, the sides converging backwuards to the marrow
posterior end; posterior frontals proportionally much more elongate, more than
twice the length of the anterior frontals, and the occipital plates.much narrower
behind. The scales are also much smaller and more numetoas#eing 30 or 36
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across the neck, 28 across the middle, and 17 over base of tail. The ventral scales
are also more numerous, being from 232 to 237, the anal one being undivided, while
the subcaudals are only 61 t0 66. Color : dark-brown above, yellowish-grey below,
the ventral scales edged and blotched with dark-grey; one specimen with the head
sooty-black gradually passing into blackish-brown on the body and tal. The
general size is larger than the Common Brown Snake.

This large well-marked species is only found in the warmer
northern parts of the colony. It is very easily distinguished from
the Common Brown Snake (D. superciliosa) by the greater number
of rows of scales across the back, and their obviously much smaller
size and greater number, particularly across the neck. The two
type specimens in the Museum have the following dimensions and
numbers of scales :— ‘

l Bcales of Back. ’ Plates, Length,
Spectmens,
A Over B
Midgle, of Tot | Abdomen. Tail, Total, Tail
ft. ins. s,
Pale-brown £D. ... el 28 17 237 6666 4 9. 74
Large blackish-brown sp. 23 17 232 6161 6 1 10

Loca._lity, Junction of Murray and Darling.

ExpraxaTiON OF Frcurzs.

Prare 23—Fig, 2, under side of head and neck, patural size, of large dark specimen,
Fig. 24, upper side of head of same specimen, showing the long posterior frontals, the broad-
fronted, nearly pentagonal vertex plate, and the narrow occipital plates converging to the
wedge-shaped Pposterior end. Fig. 3, head of emaller specimen, natural size, showing also the
long posterior frontals, brosd-fronted pentagonal vertex plate, and wedge-shaped posterior nar.
rowing of the occipitals ; as well as the smaller and more numerous kcales when compared with
fig. 1e, showing head, of nearly the same size, of D. superciliosa. Fig. 34, under side of base of

" tail of same specimen, natural size, showing the undivided anal plate,
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