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Prare 23, Fl;. 1.
DIEMENIA SUPERCILIOSA (FiscEER).

Tre Coymon BrowN Snake.

[Genus DIEMENIA (GraY). (Sub-kingd. Vertebrétn. Claes Reptilia. Order Ophidia,

Fam, Elapsid=.)
Gen. Char.—Body and tai] moderately stout ; head subquadrate, muzzle blunt. Plates:

rostral moderate, vertex plate narrow ; loreal replaced by deflected posterior frontal, anterior
‘ocular, second labial, and posterior nasal ; oculars one, sometimes two, anterior, and two pos-
terior ; two nasals with nostril between them. Scaleg smooth, 15 or 17 rows on back ; sub- -
caudals in twe rows, A row of small, equal, solid teeth behind the grooved fang. Australasia

and New Guipea. ]

DrscriprioN.— Form: body moderately stout, cylindrical; head only mo-
derately exceeding the width of the neck, flat above, sides nearly vertical, con-
verging to a narrow, rounded, biunt muzzle.  Secales: 17 rows of scales.across middle
of gack, iarge, flat, rhombic, and smooth; ventral plates, 190 to 216; subcaudals,
57 to 73; anal plate double. Plates: rostral shield one-fourth broader at base than
high, obtuse-angled behind ; anterior frontals small, quadrangular, nearly twice as
wide as Jong ; posterior frontals nearly twice the length of the anterior ones ; vertex
plate hexagonal, anterior angle so obtuse as to be-scgrcely marked, the length

~ equalling the inner sides of the anterior and posterior frontals, the width in front
"-mearly twice the width behind, or about two-thirds of the length. Parietal and
occipital shields modertge. “Color: color of bead and upper part of body and tail
nearly uniform olive-bfown or warm sepia. with a slight bronze reflection ; the Jower
surface of a lighter tint gk pale yellowish-grey, the edges of the scales darker
colored, with a glassy luglfe; the anterior part of the belly freckled with pale-
brownish spots, the hindeMpart dotted with grey; eyes black, with a yellow line
round pupil ; skin between the scales  greyish.  Zeeth: 17 small, solid, equal pala-
tine teeth on the left side, and 18 pa#the right in the specimen (Fig. 1); 6 small
solid teeth behind the fang on the Jeffide-and 7 on the right in same specimen.
- The following are the numbers Bfles in seven specimens counted in the
Museum collection :—. 4

Scales of Back. Plates, Length,
Specimens, Y —
l‘:fggf; OzferTI:ﬂn'se Abdomen, M. Total, Tail,
ft. ins, ins,
1. Young, S. Brighton 17 15 190 46°46* 1-10 33
2. Average sp., Heidelberg... 17 14 204 5757 4 3, 73
3. Queenscliff e 17 15 197 63'63 5 6 11
4, Murray Downs ... we o 17 14 200 - 5757 3 6 6}
- 5. Sebastian, Sandhurst ... 17 15 201 7378 3 6 7
6. Footqcray s . 17 14 206, 60°60§ 4 5 9
7. Figured PL 23,fig.1 ... 17 15 208 62:62 5 2 9%
® Third and fourth subcandal plates single. + Tip of tail absent, $ Four first single,
§ Secund, third, fourth, and fifth single,
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REFERENCE. — Pseudoelaps superciliosus (Fischer), Abbandlungen aus dem
Gebiete der Naturwissenschalten, h. v. d., naturwissenschaftlichen Verein in Ham-

burg; vol. 3,t. 2, . 8. o

This is one of the largest of the poisonous and very dangerous
snakes of the colony, and is more generally distributed than any
of the others, being equally common from the south coast to our
northern Murray boundary. In the expériments made by Dr.
Halford on snake-poisoning, tabulated in the Medical Society’s
Journal for March 1875, all the cases of people bitten B the
Brown Snake and treated by the injection of ammonia recovered ;
but in ene of the last cases mentioned in the public journals
(Bendigo Advertiser, 27th October 1877), a snake of this species,
3 feet 6 inches long (the fifth in above table of measurements),
bit Mrs. Eleanor Ingleby, residing at Sebastian, in the hand, and
she died from the effects within fifty minutes. The acting coroner,

Mr. Strickland, who held the inquest, sent the specimen to the
Museum, where it is now deposited, so that the species is deter-
mined with certainty. :
: - o ExrraxiTION OF FicURES. .
PraTe 23.—-Eg. l; average specimen, one-fifth i:he natural size, F;ig. 1a, side view of head,
inatural size (the groove in front of the eye not sufficiently shaded to indicate the projection of
the eyebrow and apparent division of the first ocular). Fig. 15, same, with mouth closed,
_groove in front of the eye not sufficiently shaded. Fig. le, view of the top of the head, natural
- -Bize, to show the form and disposition of the plates. Fig. 1d, same viewed from below. Fig. le,
-nagal plates with nostril.  Fig. 1/, inside of palate of same specimen, natural size, showing the

two small fanygs with the row of smuller solid teeth behind on each side, and the two palatine
rows of small, solid teeth.



